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Greater Noida: In four
years, flying in and out of
Delhi-NCR will mean taking
aflight from IGI Airport near
Gurgaonorthe 80-km-distant
Jewar airport in Greater Noi-
da traversing the national
capital’s monster traffic.

Like New York’s JFK and
Newark airports or London’s
Heathrow and Gatwick, a sig-
nificant number of flyers
will also need to transit be-
tween IGI and Jewar air-
ports. By 2024, the IGI airport
will be handling over 10 crore
flyers annually and the Jew-
ar airport will begin its flight
with a capacity of 1.2 crore
passengers per annum.

With such volumes and
distance involved, it is imper-
ative to have seamless travel
options between the two in-
ternational airports of Del-
hi-NCR. And with decks be-
ing cleared to hand over the
greenfield project to a global
firm, the Yamuna Express-
way Authority hasnowaccel-
erated efforts towards con-
nectivity between IGI and
Jewar airports.

The Yamuna Expressway

Authority CEO has asked the
National Capital Region

Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) to prepare a de-
tailed projectreport(DPR)on
multi-modal connectivity be-
tween the two airports, al-
ready proposed by state-run
engineering consultancy
RITES, and also written to
the state government seek-
ing funding for the same.

FLYING HIGH

“The three options sug-
gested by RITES to connect
both the international air-
ports include the use of met-
ro, train and rapid rail tran-
sit system (RRTS). We have
askedthe NCRTCtostudythe
RRTS routes and prepare a
DPR on its feasibility. They
should be able to submit the
DPR within three months,”
CEO Arunvir Singh said.

“We have also written to
the state government regard-
ing funding for metro con-
nectivity as it will incur high
cost from our side. The ele-
vated road proposal is also
being monitored at the state
level and we are expecting a
response from the govern-

ment soon,” he added.
RITES had earlier submit-

ted three proposals to the Ya-
muna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEI-
DA)toconnect the two airports.

The shortest connectivity
route (78 km) is a new metro
line — from Jewar airport to
New Ashok Nagar metro sta-
tion — on Blue Line via the
Yamuna expressway and
Noida-Greater Noida ex-
pressway. Then, the route
will link New Ashok Nagar
and Aerocity via Sarai Kale
Khan through the proposed
Delhi-Meerut RRTS corridor.

The final 4km — from
Aerocity to the IGI airport —
will be linked through auto-
mated people movers (APM,
asmall-scaleautomated tran-
sit system for small distanc-
es). RITES hasestimated a to-
tal cost of Rs 8,680 crore for
this option, the most expen-
sive of the three plans.

The CEO had earlier writ-
ten to RITES to submit a re-
vised reportonroad connectiv-
ity between the two airports.
This wasbecause theroad trav-
el option, suggested by RITES
earlier, was “inadeqguate and
impractical”, officials said.
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Greater Noida: “T'll be
back.” Like neighbouring
Austria-born Arnold Schwar-
zenegger, Flughafen Zurich
AG(FZ) said asmuch while ex-
iting Bengaluru’s Kempegow-
da International Airport
(KIA), where it had 17% stake,
in early 2017. True to its word,
it is back here with a bang in
less than three years to build
and operate Delhi-NCR’s se-
cond airport in Greater Noida.

The operator, known for
Swiss clockwork-precision
operation at its flagship Zu-
rich Airport, has also learnt
from the Bengaluru experi-
ence that keeping local sensi-
tivitiesis crucial. At the start
of this Millennium when
Karnataka decided to build
one of India’s first greenfield
public-private partnership

airport in Bengaluru, Sie-
mens Projects and FZ toget-
her had majority stake in
Bangalore International Air-
port Ltd (BIAL).

They built a no-frills air-
port in Bengaluru — unlike
the contemporary more or-
nate Hyderabad and later
Delhi’s T3 or the fanciest of
all, Mumbai T2 — which pas-
sengers could quickly
enter and exit. But the inter-
national developers did not
build a VIP terminal, which
did not go down well with
then undivided Andhra
MLAs and ministers. A VIP
lounge was added much later.

In 2009, FZ first sold 12%
stake in BIAL to GVK Group.
Then in 2017, it sold the remai-
ning 5% to to Indo-Canadian
billionaire Prem Watsa's Fa-
irfax India Holdings. At that
time, FZ had said: “Zurich

FRESH START: Bircher said he
sees India as an upcoming
market with great potential

Airport remains committed
tothe Indian aviation market
and will actively consider
new investment opportuniti-
eswhereourlocal experience
andrecognised international
airport operator expertise

cangenerateasignificant im-
pact. Indiaremains one of Zu-
rich Airport’sselected strate-
gicinvestment markets.”
Apartfrom Zurich, FZ ope-
rates eight airports in Latin
America and describes India,
Indonesiaand the Philippines
as “future focus markets.”
Daniel Bircher, CEO of Zu-
rich Airport (Asia operations),
told TOI: “We see India as a hu-
ge upcoming market with gre-
at potential. Jewar airport will
be able to cater to the huge
crowd of Delhi as well as UP.
Additionally, Noida and Grea-
ter Noida are developing as big
industrial hubs and will be a
huge catchment area requi-
ring air connectivity soon.”
Bircher added, “It is too
early to mention the plans for
construction and features
or services that will be avai-
lable. However, customer sa-

How to bring 2 airports, 80km apart, closer

3Plans To Link 1GI With Jewar To Choose From - Flew out of Bengaluru, came back via NCR

tisfaction has always been
our top priority.”

Asked why did they notro-
und off their bid of Rs 400.97
to Rs 401 — none of the three
other bidders had quoted in
decimals — he said, “The de-
cimal number was not a cal-
culation. It was just a perso-
nal wish of one of our board
of directors.” Among the four
bidders, this was the only gro-
up that is investing 100% fore-
ign equity with no Indian
partners. “The company has
an experience of operating
multiple airports across the
world,” the CEO said. The
group is currently operating
the Zurich airport in Switzer-
land, Curacao International
airport in Caribbean Islands,
Bogota airport in Columbia,
two airports in Chile, inclu-
ding Iquigue and Antofagas-
ta,andfourairportsin Brazil.



