¥ NEWS & ANALYSIS

i"-..l'llllf L:I I_HI |

DAILY
NEWS &
ANALYSIS

DNA 2

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2018

DNA

DL 0

wiww.dnaindia.com | twitter.comidna | epaper.dnaindia.com | facebook.comidnaindia

Bursting of fire crackers, dense
fog once again choke Gapital

SC-mandated EPCA will issue emergency directions if situation persists for next 48 hours

DNA Correspondent
cormespondent@dnaindia net

As the national Capital ush-
ered in the New Year amid
dense fog, the air guality dete-
riorated severely on the frst
day of 2018, with the airquality
index (AQD shooting wp to 400
units and borderingon ‘severs”
lewel of air pollution.
According to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCR), an
AGI of up to 400 units is classi-
fied as “very poor”, while above
400, it is categorised as “severs’,
The permissible standard of a
healthy AR is 60 units, while
the current figure is almost 5ix
times that limit.

The AQT on Sunday was recotd-
ed at 398 units.

Even with zero visibility,
however, people came out in
large numbers to welcome 2018
on a rather cold day. The maxi-
mum temperature recorded by
the India Meteorological De-
pariment (IMD} was 13 de-
prees Celsisus, while fog and
haze enveloped the city
throughout the dayv The mer-
cury dropped to 5.7 degrees
Celsius in early morning.

Apcording to the CPCB of-
ficials, what added to the dip-
ping of air quality was the
bursting of firecrackers in
many partsof the city,

PM 2.5 — most prominent
pollutant in Delhi-NCR — hadl
reached past 400 at many pol-
lution monitoring stations in
the city. NCR towns, including
MNoida, (Ghaziabad, and
Faridabad, reeled under ‘se-
vere” levels of pollution near-
ing the ‘emergency mark’ (500
units) at 4&3, 482, and 411, re-
spect ively

The CPCRE laboratory also
recorded a downward graphof
air guality

“The high level of moisture
manifested itsell in the form
of fog, which trapped pollut-
ants in the air. The air quality
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could get better, if wind speed
picks up,” a senior official
said,

The Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control) Au.
thority (EPCA)Y — a Supreme
Court mandated body — stated
that if pollution levels enter
the “severe plus (300+) catego-
ry in the next 48 hours, it will
issue emergency directions.

“Very poor’ AQI comes with
the warning that people may
develop respiratory illness
and prolonged exposure to air
may affect healthy people and
seriously impact those with
existing respiratory or cardio-
vascular diseases,

worried DoE tells

DMNA Correspondent
pomespondent@dnaindia.nat

The Delhi government on
Monday directed schools in
the national Capital to sensi-
tise and educate students re-
garding the health hazards
and ill effecis of breathing
polluted air, including airthat
has bheen polluted by fire-
works, Special assemblies
were by conducted and loe-
tures and otheractivities were
organised for the purpose.

The action plan was issued
by the Directorate of Educa-
tion {DoE) in the backdrop of
increased concerns about
city’s air pollution, which had
reached alarming levels last
month, prompting suspension
of classes in schools for a
week,

“All festivals and other
such occasions should be cel-
ebrated during the dav time to
avold use of more energy and
to prevent the various pollut-
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Educate kids on pollution,
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ants from entering the envi-
ronment. No crackers should
be burnt during such occa-
sions,"” the circular read.

The DoE further directed
all sehools that themes for all
zonal, district or state level
competitions should be relat-
ed to good or pollution-free
environment. Further, fre-
quent awareness sessions
should also be held in the
week before Dusshera and Di-
wali, to sensitise students to-
wards the consequences of
burning crackers.

schools

The eircular alse asked the
schools toorganise plantation
programmes, in which each
student may grow at least one
plant every vear with the sole
responsibility to nurture it.
“SMC/PTA members should
also be motivated and encour-
aged to help in generating
awareness in the society about
the importance of good envi-
ronment,” the circular read.

“All schools should display
the consequences of polluted
environment as well as the ne-
cessity of healthy and good
quality environment in the
form of drawings and paint-
ings on related themes or top-
ics,” it added.

The DoE had carlier issued
several directives to schools,
following an advisory from
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCE), which recom-
mended various measures as
part of the Graded Response
Plan for dealing with the pol-
lution situation,



