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‘New Vrindavan’ in the
works off Yamuna e-way

City To Become Part Of Yogi’s ‘Heritage Corridor’
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Noida: The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Authori-
ty (YEIDA) will develop a new city
on the lines of Mathura and Vrin-
davan off the Yamuna Express-
way near the upcoming Jewar air-
port. From markeiplaces to ash-
rams, it will notonly showcase the
best of the two ancient cities, but
willalsoform acoreof the“herita-
ge corridor” that is being planned
by the Yogi Adityvanath govern-
ment to promote tourism in cities
like Mathura, Vrindavan, Agra
and closer home, Dankaur.

The project is likely to be built
over 9350 hectares near Raya,
which is on the way to Mathura, at
an estimated costof Rs 7,000 crore.
Raya is a little more than 100km
from the proposed Jewar airport.

Arun Vir Singh, the chief ope-
rating officer (CEQ) of YEIDA, sa-
id, “Thestate government hasapp-
roved the proposal for the new city
The preliminary report was pre-
pared by YEIDA , and the focus was
to build the city as a showcase of
India's cultural and historical he-
ritage. The project will also focus
on Krishnaand hislife.”

According to Singh, 731 hecta-
res of the earmarked land will be
developed as a tourism zone and
110 hectares asriver front. The re-
maining areawill have residenti-
al, commercial and indusitrial es-
tablishments. Work on the pro-
jectisexpected to take off someti-
menext year.

The go-ahead for the project
came on November 6, Singh salid,
when industries minister Satish
Mahana visited Noida. In the re-
view meeting with officials, the
minister gave his appmva] for
the project.

The preliminary report prepa-
red by YEIDA has suggested a

Dankaur to be developed
as a tourism destination
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Greater Noida: Dankaur, which
is known for its Dronacharya
temple and finds a mention in the
Mahabharata, will be developed
into a tourist destination, Jewar
MLA Dhirendra Singh said.

On the Monday, the govern-
ment directed the UP State Const-
ruction and Infrastructure Deve-
lopment Corporation Limited
(UPSIDKQO) to prepare a plan on
how tourism can be promoted in
the area. “The residents of Dan-
kaur have for long been deman-
ding that the town be developed in-
to a tourist destination. I had sent
a letter to the chief minister on

April 21, 2017, highlighting that
Dankaur town, which falls betwe-
en Hastinapur, Indraprastha, Ku-
rukshetra and Mathura, holds im-
mense historical and cultural im-
portance and can be developed in-
to a tourist spot. The CM has
cleared the proposal,” Singh said.

The state government on Mon-
day gave UPSIDKO Rs 50 lakh to
prepare a plan for Dankaur. “We
have been directed to ready a re-
port for Dankaur. The plan will be
based on suggestions from the Je-
war MLA and entail historical ele-
ments of the town. We will be rea-
dy with the plan within a month's
time,” said RK Srivastava, assi-
stant engineer of UPSIDKO.

number of facilities, such as deve-
loping markets that look like anci-
ent haats, ashrams, museums, mi-
niatures, villages, forests, etc. Ho-
wever, a detailed project report
({DPR) will be made by an indepen-
dent consultant, for which an ex-
pression of interest is to be floa-
ted. Officials said the idea was to
have the city ready in time for the
Jewar airport, the first phase of
which is likely to be completed by
2023.Talkingabout the DPR, Singh
said, “This process will take about
a month's time. First, the consul-
tant will be selected, the DPR will
besubmitied only after that. It will
have to be sent to the state govern-
ment for approval, following
which work can begin on the pro-
ject. May be sometime next year.”
According to Singh, the new
city “will have elements of Braj,

Mathura and Vrindavan as the
government is keen on develo-
ping the heritage corridor from
Mathura and Vrindavan to Agra.
It will also be beneficial from the
tourism peoint of view as the
threecities are major touristdes-
tinations of UER"™

The official added that a name
was yet to be finalised for the city,
and the government would take
the final call on it.

Sources, however, sald that
“New Vrindavan™ was a favourite
at present.

While an estimated 3 crore tou-
rists visit Mathura annually, the
expected population growth in the
region is 10 lakh in the next decade
from about 6 lakh in 2019. Apart
from tourism, the region is also
important from an economic and
commercial point of view




