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Farmers’ consent clears
decks for Jewar airport

WAY FORWARD The district administration now faces the task of correcting
errors in land records so that farmers can be given their rightful compensation

 vinixd ripu@htive. com

GREATERNOIDA: With 2,350 farmers
giving written consent for acqui-
sition of 916 hectares of agricul-
turalland for the airport project,
the decks have been cleared for
the Jewar International airport.

As per the Right to Fair Com-
pensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013, the
administration needs the consent
of T0% farmers before it can start
the land acquisition.

“The government needs con-
sent for 1,230 hectares of agricul-
tural land. We have got consent
for 916 hectares and the remain-
ingland is owned by the govern-
ment itself. That means we have
the consent for 75% of the total
land required for the project.
Now, thereis nohurdlein the way
of the airport becoming areality.
We will now inform the UP chief
minister about this develop-
ment,” Jewar MLA Dhirendra
Singh said.

The government had earlier
said if all farmers do not agree to
hand over their land, it will drop
the air port project.

With more than T0% farmers
ready to give land, the district
administration now faces the
task of correcting errors in land
records so that farmers can
be given their rightful
compensation.

Farmers saidifthe anomalies,
mostly related to names, are not
corrected on time, they will face
problems ingetting the land com-
pensation and rehabilitation
package.

The farmershave complained
to the district administration
regarding this. butnoaction has
been taken so far. Althoughthere
is noestimate about the number
of cases in which discrepancies
have been found, farmers from
various villages have urged MLA
Singhtoget theissue addressed at
the earliest.

Jewar airport, which is slated to come up along the 165km Yamuna Expressway.

“The land records show my
nameas lsmailinstead of Karam
[lahi Khan. [Thavecomplained in
writing several times to the
Jewar tehsil but thenameis vet to
be corrected. Now, we have asked
the MLA to get itcorrected so that
we do not suffer when the land
compensation 1s distributed.”
Ehan, afarmerof Nagla Jahanu
village that comes under Rohi vil-
lage, said. Rohiisoneofthe villa-
ges identified for the Jewar air-
port project.

Farmers said since officials
havenot corrected names despite
repeated complaints, they hope
the MLA’'s intervention will
resolve the issue before land is
acquired for the airport.

“Weare giving our prime land
and shops because the MLA has
assured us that we will be com-
pensated. They (officials)did not
change the name in land records
despite repeated requests,” Haji
Ahmed Khan, a farmer of Daya-

natpur village, said. Every village
has several farmers, whose
names arenot correctin the land
records, officials said.

The UP government in the first
phasewillacquire 1,441 hectares
fromsix villages—Rohi, Parohi,
Banwaribas, Ramner, Dayanat-
pur and Ranhera. On the whole,
the government will acquire 5,000
hectares for the airport project.
The estimated budget for the
projectis $15,000- 20,000 crore and
the airport isexpected tobe oper-
ational by 2022-23.

Earlier, the administration
and the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Author-
ity (Yeida) survey said there are
around 9,500 affected farmers.

Later, they revised the figure
and reduced it to 8,500 farmers,
which wasfurther brought down
to 3,700. The estimate included
those whose houses will be
shifted as well.

Farmers, whose houses have

= Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh (right) meet farmers of Rohi and Parohi to obtain their consent for the
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tobe shifted, have alsodemanded
that they be given residential
plots near their villages.

“Thaveasked officials tomake
corrections in the names at the
earliest. Farmers agreed to give
their land because we assured
them of an adequate compensa-
tion and rehabilitation package.
They will be provided with new
houses with all basic civicameni-
ties near their villages . | have
requested the chief minister to
give rehabilitation benefits to
landless villagers as well,”
MLA Singh said.

Gautam Budh Nagar ADM
Balram Singh said, “Some farm-
ers have forwarded their com-
plaints about discrepancies in
names in the land records. We
haveissued an order to the tehsil-
dar to correct names as s00n as
possible. The government will
shortly issue a notification to
acquire land for the airport
project.”
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