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French MNC to open aircraft MRO in NCR
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New Delhi: French multina-
tional tech giant Thales will
open an MRO (maintenance,
repair and overhaul) centre
in NCR before the end of next
year to service its two big In-
dian customers — Air India
and IndiGo — and airlines of
neighbouring countries.

Thales International pre-
sident and CEQO Pascale Sou-
risse said the company will
double the number of engi-
neers it employs in the co-
untry, around 1,500 now, wit-
hinthenext three years. Wit-
hout disclosing the exact in-
vestment being made in the
upcoming MRO for avionics
and inflight entertainment
(IFE)systems, shesaid, “The
Initial stage will see a couple
of tens of millions of Euros
invested by us.”

“We will provide the tech-
nology toroll out biometric-ba-
sed DigiYatra for ‘flight to gate
solution’ at the Adani Group-

CEO PASCALE SOURISSE SAYS

- We will provide the technology to roll out
biometric-based DigiYatra for ‘flight to gate solution’
at the Adani Group-run airports. We are in talks
with Air India for IFEs they require for their record

order of aircraft

run airports. We are in talks
with Air India for IFEs they re-
quire for their record order of
aircraft. Having an MRO next
door, right in Delhi-NCR, for
the same is a big plus,” Souris-
se, who is in India to mark Tha-
les’ 70 years in the country, told

TOI Tuesday:
Thales is present in three
areas globally — avionics

(electronics in an aircraft),
defence and digital identity/
cybersecurity. “We plan to
provide the tech for e-SIMs in
India as that is the future of
mobile telephones moving
away from physical SIM
cards," shesaid.

The French MNC cur-

rently employs 2,000 people
in India, of whom 1,500 are
engineerswith aNoida cent-
re housing 1,000 and Benga-
luru the remaining 500. Air-
bus had last year selected
Thales toequip its commer-
cialairlinerslike A320, A330
and A350 with a powerful
flight management system
(FMS) that provides secure
access to open-world data
and offers airlines an array
of new possibilities.

The new system will im-
prove interoperability forair-
lines and pilots and optimise
flight pathsto helpreduce the
carbon footprint of airline
operations. “We are develo-

ping a significant part of that
new FMS in India. We are al-
ways looking for engineers
and India produces very
high-quality engineersinlar-
genumbers,” she said.

“We supply avionics for
the Airbusaircraft of both In-
diGo and Air India. We also
supply IFE and thetech for in-
flight connectivity, The idea
of settingup an MRO in India
1s to be close to the big custo-
mers here and also serve the
region from here. India is the
fastest growingaviation mar-
ket globally and the third lar-
gestatthemoment,” shesaid-
.The company plans to ex-
pand in India, where it alrea-
dy has several JVs, including
one with Bharat Electronics
for radars and the other with
Reliance for defence. “We are
one of the top five cybersecu-
rity firms globally. We are do-
ingalotof workon thatatour
Noida engineering centre.
That will only grow in co-
mingyears,” Sourisse said.




